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Rotorua’s Plume 
A History of Rotorua Boys’ High School

By Kevin J. Lyall

To commemorate 75 years of secondary education at Rotorua Boys’ High
School in 2002, the Board of Trustees has commissioned an official history of
the School to be written.

Rotorua’s Plume will be the first major history of the School to be published.
It will be the author’s “magnum opus” - the consolidation of eleven years of
research into the School’s history and development. The book’s title
acknowledges the fact that education was, to Ngati Whakaue, like the sacred
white-tipped feather or plume, their “raukura” - a concept central to the school
over these 75 years. The book examines in detail the history of the School from
the foundation of the new Town of Rotorua in 1880 through to 2001, and will
include information and photographs from the 75th Jubilee Weekend to be held
at Easter, 2002. 

Rotorua’s Plume is based on extensive research by the author of original
documents from the School’s Archives and official government records at
Archives New Zealand offices in Wellington and Auckland. It will be richly
illustrated with superb photographs from the School’s and other public
collections, as well as reproductions of key architectural plans and artefacts
never before published. Selected appendices to compliment the text and detail
the various school offices and office holders as well as extensive references and
a full index, will make the book a rigorous information source. Prominent old
boy and Rotorua Historian, Dr. Don Stafford, has written the Foreword to the
book.

This book will appeal to all old pupils, their families, past and present staff, and
anyone with an interest in the history and development of an institution that has
occupied an important role in the life of Rotorua.   
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